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The Editors Corner 


Hi Grrrl’s, 

I think it 
would be safe 
to say that this 
Summer has 
come and is 
over. Now we 
can write this 
magazine and 
tell you all 
about what 
has happened 
since the last 
issue. I have 
had a few nice 
comments 
from a number 
of people who 

i ws she have read the 
last issue of Crossroads. These are people who are aware 
of our community and it’s emotions but are not directly 
involved. Their comments were positive and they indi- 
cated their surprise that such a well balanced and informa- 
tive magazine could be produced at home. Their words, 
not mine. I was pleased to hear their comments, because 
such comments coming from neutral sources, confirm that 
Crossroads is on the right track. 

That is a nice position for a publisher/editor to be 
in. However, I feel that the kudos' must be passed on to 
those people who represent the true strength and editorial 
content of Crossroads. J mean of course the contributors. 
This magazine would not be what it is without them. There 
have been many people involved in the production of 
Crossroads during its two year history. The story writers, 
editorialists, the artists, the Department writers, the copy 
editors and the photographers are all volunteers. So I may 
be the Grrl up front getting the compliments, but the real 
compliments have to go to the contributors. So thank you. 
Your energy, time and efforts are appreciated by far more 
people than just myself. 

Now there will be some changes this coming year. 
Yes it’s time to subscribe again. Well hells on fire, doesn’t 
a year pass fast! You will find your re-subscribe info in- 
cluded with this issue. I hope you will subscribe to Vol- 
ume Three. One of the differences this year will be, that 
those people who don’t pay for their subscription, will not 
receive the magazine. Well it’s true, a number of people 
received the mag all year, including this issue and have 
never paid for it. I don’t have time to chase people around 
about things like this. It’s hard enough to find the time to 
_ get the mag out. So the message is for Volume 3, if you 

don’t pay, you don’t get! Call it hardening of the arteries, 
or I’ve been there, seen that and I don’t wanna’ be there 
anymore syndrome. Nuff said. 

Another change will be that those clubs and or- 
ganizations that don’t supply their information on a timely 
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basis will forfeit their forum pages. You have to decide. 
Your either in, or your out, and of course the choice is com- 
pletely yours. I can develop a hardened attitude about this 
issue, but I can’t pretend that I don’t care about the out 
come. I personally think the club forums are an important 
aspect of the format of Crossroads. Without their inclusion, 
I am not sure that Crossroads would be worth doing. The 
forums are free pages in which the TG groups of Western 
Canada can present their information, advertise events and 
use as a platform to speak to issues. I view it as a fragile 
opportunity not to be missed. I mention this for two rea- 
sons. First, I want the leaders of these groups to get off 
there duffs and start doing something that will move us for- 
ward as acommunity. We have been subject to a creeping 
form of lethargy for well over three years. Yes that is just 
my opinion, but hear me out. You know you don’t have to 
agree, but just listen. Years ago, we were going some place 
and the world was a new and exciting place. It was our 
oyster! Now it seems to have become a world of sanctioned 
locations, where we can make believe that we are accepted. 
Bars, parties and events. Jesus, I almost think the process is 
turing me into an alcoholic. It has not become a world 
where we really have become who we want to be, when we 
want to be. Not by a long shot, and as time goes on it ap- 
pears that within comfortable circumstances we are less and 
less likely to do so! Is that what we as a people, a defined 
part of our society want? I think not. 

Where are the days when Bree and Lisa dared to 
stand on the steps of Calgary’s City Hall and have there pic- 
ture taken there a few short seven years ago. I remember 


. the picture when it was published in the Illusions News Let- 


ter. What a rush! How brave they were. How forgotten is 
the risk they took that day? They stepped out one day to 
begin the process of defining our place in society. And if 
we have places to go and feel comfortable today we have 
had people within our community like Bree and Lisa who 
were willing to take risks to advance our cause and provide 
them for us. But are the places we have ended up in since 
our final resting place? I think not. We must go on! 

So my second point in saying this is to ask those, 
the rank and file, who surround our leaderships of today to 
start asking those people who have aspired to lead us these 
questions. Why have you not lead us to where we belong? 
Why have you stopped? Why do we seem to be marking 
time? These are good questions. They should be asked, but 
in proper way. There is no need for anyone to get offen- 
sive/defensive about them. To do so would be to miss the 
point! We are part of a singular emotion, which is encum- 
bered with a variety of personal emotions. Certainly, if you 
were to take what I have just said to heart and went out and 
started to rag on someone about them, then you would have 
also, equally missed the point. The point is, that we have 
much yet to do. We started and now the river flow is 
muddy and the waters eddies confusing. My view. We 
stand somewhat like children who have wadded through a 
wet forest, arriving on the banks of a stream in flood. We 
stand on the green mossy bank, covered in mud, our skin 
ruptured with bleeding tears from the brambles of the for- 
est, looking at the stream. Now are we saying, it took so 
much out of us to get here, we can’t cross. No! We have to 
cinch up our panties and get going. Best Wishes, Michelle 
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Readers Letters.-:-: 


i Mi lle 
= Bair has become abundantly clear that 


our directory exercise (TRANSIT) 1S nee Sez 
ing to get off the ground. We have me 
actly five (including mine) response Eek 
date. Accordingly, would you please Ps 

ad from “Crossroads” and bill us for the 
insertion in the Winter issue so we can 


close off the books. ’ 
Sincerely, Shirley Armitage 


i Michelle, ee 
Hi a you can see, my name is Vicki. My 
significant other and I have been reading 
the hard cover crossroads for a while now, 
and I thought that I would email you and 
let you know a little about us. 

We live in Regina, yes where Shirley, 
Nikki and the rest of the gang are. Mel- 
lissa, better known right now as my husband 
Tim, will be going to Toronto on the 23rd 
of September for her assessment. After that 
she will be coming out of the closet with 
EVERYONE. We have told a few of our 
friends, and the others we are waiting un- 
til Mellissa comes back from Toronto. 

There is just one thing that makes me 
paranoid, how MY family is going to take 
it. My father is very religious and EX- 
TREMELY homophobic. He feels that they are 
dillusional and don't know what they want 
in life so they just cop out. I don't nor 
have I ever felt that way. I feel that peo- 
pie should be allowed to live their lives 
what ever way they want and to hell with 
what other people think and feel. As long 
as you don't force your beliefs on others, 
there shouldn't be a problem. But as you 
have probably heard, Regina is a very homo- 
phobic city,and we are just afraid of what 
might happen when Mellissa comes back from 
Toronto. We are especially afraid of the 
people at work and what they might do. As 
it sits right now, they don't like myself 
or TIM, he is a very well disciplined per- 
son and is very work oriented, and he hates 
it when people just sit around and pardon 
my language, —— the dog. 

I hope that didn't offend you at all. 

But if you were to see the people we work 
with, you would understand. We just feel 
that the bosses at our place of work, which 
does have a strict harassment policy, will 
try to force MELLISSA out. You know hon it 
is when people are confronted with some- 
thing new, it is like a scalded cat, the 
get defensive. That is what we are Areata 
of. Don't get me wrong, we value our job 
but we know what these People are ca able’ 
of and we think that they will oma ae 
out. and I will tell you something, if 
is the case, I will go right to ee that 
and tell hin that he can take my Pee 
sath it straight up his ass. That ‘ig eh t 

would like to do, but I think by Sesociee 
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tion, they will try to force me out too 
and let me tell you if they do, we will 
both sue the pants off them. 

I which it were that easy, but things 
like this never are. Right now everything 
is unknown at this point. We don't know How 
anyone is going to take it, what is going 
to be done, or how we are going to go about 
letting the bosses know. I think that there 
should be a general meeting of the entire 
building that way everyone knows at once so 
there isn't confusion but people up front 
and in the back, but we have no idea how to 
go about doing that, if you have any idea 
how we could go about doing this, that 
would be nice to hear from you. But I 
should let you go. If you are on Yahoo, my 
handle is vicki_no_ir.and Mellissa's handle 
is mellissad_no@yahoo . I look forward to 
hearing from you. Until then, I will talk 
to you another time. 

Vicki 


Dear Vicki, 

As I had told you in my original re- 
sponse to your letter, the Transexual road 
is a difficult one, and one that is fear- 
some at times. However, there are of late 
many examples of people who have come 
through in good shape. There are many sto- 
ries now that I am aware of, of Transexuals 
either keeping their jobs after transition- 
ing or successfully going on to new jobs 
that are still within their profession. 

Many TS’s have written (some in Cross- 
roads) about their initial beginnings. It 
seems they have done so as one part of the 
process of defining their sense of worth in 
the new direction they have chosen. Unfor- 
tunately, few ever write about their suc- 
cess upon having attained a measure of it. 
So, their stories are still waiting to be 
told. However one can understand to a cer- 
tain extent why that is. 

In the beginning, the novice TS looks 
for support from wherever it can be found. 
It is the lowest but first level of accep- 
tance confirming that their decision to 
transition is the right one for them. On 
the second level, the process itself be- 
comes all consuming, (therapy, hormones, 
Operations, living full time in the new 
role, etc.) and the process of finding 
wider acceptance begins. This usually in- 
cludes trying to keep ones present job or 
find a new one. The third level is one of 
arrival. It’s all done and the new role as 
a woman is working out as hoped. The joP 
issues are settled and a new life is begin” 
ning. It is at this point that we begin to 
see them shed all reminders of their past 
and writing about it would be a reminder. 
They want to blend and forget it. So We 
don’t have their stories at this point- 

However, I can tell you that there are 
answers to your fears. Others have Over” 
Come them and succeeded and I am sure YoU 
and Melissa can to! Best Wishes, Michelle 


Illusions Tenth Birthday Party.. 


By: Jodee D. 


Hi.... [had a wonderful time. 
Though my leg hurt like crap that 
night from a work related injury Fri- 
sa day. That’s why I was being such a 
GUY without my heels, my thigh was 
very OWEE... 

I’m glad the 10th Birthday party 
worked out the way it did and I’m 
astounded by the turn out. Truly won- 

fm derful. Christine (B&B) was also very 
24 positive when I talked to her today 
(Sunday) at the clear up. The first time 
in a long time where she had shown true interest and not her usual 
(ok whatever is fine with me). I think maybe (as in her forward in 
the Anonymous 10 year anniversary book) Christine and Barbie 
had their Candles sparked up a little. I hope so, because I want 
them to stay a part of the group. They were here from the start 
and I personally want them to be apart of Ilusions FOR EVER. 
*Laugh* (yes BABS and Chrissy theirs NO Escaping the Grasp 
of Illusions Trannies Now TEE HEE...) 

Christine and Barbie were also given an award that my wife 
and I crafted out of Steel Wood Brass and Spit. As Appreciation 
for what they have contributed in the clubs past. 

I was so pleased to see a lot of the old faces there, some of which 
I thought we had lost. Everyone seemed to have a absolutely won- 
derful time, Teri danced, and the drag queens I hear were giving 
our little get together, RAVE reviews at the Gay pride Parade 
today: (thanks for their participation in our show). 

This was a real Community get together, whether you dressed 
femme or not this was a shining example of what can be accom- 
plished when we put our heads together. It was a little bit of a 
worry for me (would people show up) like I’ve said in the previ- 
ous sentence I really can’t get over the joy I have inside (this is 
what this Club is for) bringing us together, welder, farmer, com- 
puter programmer, whatever. We were just a gathering of people 
enjoying a good party. 

I worked the P.A. all night so maybe I was a little out of touch 
with the general atmosphere, but I don’t think so. 

[also helped MC, with Lisa Empress 4 as my co host ...we 
seemed to feed each other one liners and I thought I was amusing, 
maybe not, *laugh*. 

What can I say about Bobbi and her wife? They worked their 
little socks off. Bless them. Bobbi was hard to get off the micro- 
phone at times...(I felt like I was cheated out of my MC glory) 
Laugh, Bobbi absolutely shined and she is going to have to host 
one of our Illusions - Court Shows at the Midnight Cafe soon. 
Her wife was at the Bar for most of the night distributing bever- 
ages to the hordes of trannies. Bless her too. These two people 
worked for a few months getting together the massive amounts of 
Door Prizes given away last night, and for their effort in the last 
year they were rewarded the Stephanie Donaldson Award. 

Lisa worked hard on the 10th Anniversary Book and myself and 
Joanne put in a couple of late nights collating and binding the 
book together (marvelous Ilusions historic document) if your a 
member and haven’t received a copy ask Lisa for one. 

The night was a lot more than a Crowning of this years Ilu- 
sions Monarchy. It wasn’t who went home with the biggest Tiara, 
for me it was the best event I've had the pleasure in being present 
at, and I hope our New Empress 10 Leslie Diane, can lead us 
strongly through the ups and downs our club faces in a year. 


ee 


My wonderful wife Joanne became Ist Princess for the second 
year, and I must say she is my back bone, she has the strength of 
10 of us, and for what she receives from our club being a women 
who has whole heartily come to grips with her Transgender hus- 
band, she constantly amazes me and I never take her for granted. 
Elaine is a true friend and realist and become 2nd princess again 
this year, she’s facing some tough times in the future with her 
Transition, and still she finds the time in supporting the club and 
putting in time she barely has in her hard working schedule. She 
was also the person who came up with a large sum of money for 
the Silent Auction prize of $1000 dollars worth of Laser Treat- 
ment, this money benefits our club and her mutually, All my Love 
Elaine. Dana was given the tittle of Lady in waiting and its great 
to see her back after being away for a while, she’s a real character 
and absolute Dahlink. 

Michelle Hart was stuck at the door all night selling drink to- 
kens and taking the entrance tickets with Vicky, I guess they had 
front row seats to the show though. Maybe they could of done 
with a few more drinks being passed down to them because they 
didn’t seem to have a chance to go the the bar for them selves the 
poor Buggers...SMILE 

So who is there left to thank...well an awful lot of people for 
the cleaning up before and after the Party, Joanne, Elaine, Lisa, 
Leslie, Bobbi, Coreen, May, Dana, Vicky, Brianne, Maureen, 
Gina, and Theresa...wonderful job of the stairs, I’m sure there’s 
other people I’ve neglected to mention. So if there is THANK 
YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU... 


A Decade of Illusions Royalty! L/R: Empress 9 Diane, Em- 
press 6 Michelle Hart, Empress 3-1/2 & 4 Lisa, Empress 8 
Jodee, Empress 1 Stephanie, and Empress 5 Teri. 

Wlusions ‘| Past Empress 
aa Lisa announces 

Sra ak Leslie Diane as 
Illusions 
Empress 10, the 
decade Empress. 
Standing behind 
Are L/R 2nd 
Princess Elaine 
and 1st Princess 
Joanne. 
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“THE TRANSGENDERED CLUB OF Caren 
‘JIlusion” Web Site Address: 


Mut 
http://www.geocities.com/W. estHollywood/Village/S27 6/ U S || ON 


B & B Leatherworks Web Site Address: SOCIAL = VENTS 1" 


http://www.cadvision.com/bnbleatherworks/ Oct. 27 
Empress VIII, Jodee’s a eee GT ice: ee HALLOWEEN PARTY -DRESS LIKE a 


WITCH, DRESS LIKE A FEMME 
FATAL. AT THE CLUB. PRIZES 
FOR THE BEST COSTUMES. 


Jodee says, contact me if you just want to chat... have ideas 
¢ 

for the club.... stories for these pages. Items for “Trans- 

mission,” are to be emailed to: lisaishere@ tgforum.com 


werent OCT. 29 

. BIZARRE BALL? B & B ONCE AGAIN 
HOSTS IT?S ANNUAL FETISH DRESS 

| FOR PLEASURE EVENT. 

| CONTACT B & B FOR TICKETS. 


rs ISVESTITES, TRANSSEXUALS AND THEIR SUPPORTERS. WE PRO-; Nov. II 


EVENT TO BE ANNOUNCED! 


ILLUSIONS ANNUAL XMAS PARTY 

ALWAYS A GREAT TIME, GO TO OUR 
WEB SITE FOR DATES AND DETAILS 
ALWAYS HELD IN EARLY DECEMBER 


FOR tab 
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Royal Rambling’s 


By: Empress X, Leslie Diane 


Itis an honour and a privilege for me to represent The Ilusions Social Club as Empress X this 
year. My winning the title came as an unexpected surprise to me and I'm sure to others. I would like to 
thank those who showed their confidence in me and made it possible. It will be my endeavour in the com- 
ging year and beyond to be a friend and caring co-member with all of you to provide a safe atmosphere in 

which we and (hopefully many) new members in our midst can express our true selves without fear of 
abuse and discrimination. That is what Hlusions is all about. We stand together because we have respect for 
one another as equal individuals who have the desire to express that other part of ourselves that needs ex- 
Pression, among friends and who are also crossdressers, or transsexuals, and those special (be they family, 
or friends of acquaintances) friends who stand with us in the reality of our true selves. 
oy pale havea mane and very special side to our being that needs to be embraced and not hidden 
Sein deere er eae to be "Gender Blessed." We who are transgendered have the priviledge of 
selves in io : AR person as both male and female and are very comfortable and at home with our- 
Be ia apne pee ae all people are the true characteristics of both sides of the gender spec- 
Jemainnstn ER ered there is so much of us that is the opposite of our physical self that the 
4 complete as a 0 be expressed outwardly, at least to ourselves from time to time in order to be 

person. In the case of people like myself who are transsexual, our inner person is so totally 


Opposite that of our outer i : : 
tines: Presentation that we need to express what is obviously the real inner person af 


€ provide a place where that privacy is assured. As Empress please do not hes 
greet you and make you welcome. You will always be among frien - 


and we are “special.” 


coming year. Always remember, we are not different, We are uni 
Crossroads/6 Hugs, (Everybody Needs One) Leslie Dian 
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"Real World?" 


By: Nikki Pryce 


My dear friends, I 
have a secret, and it’s 
time I came forward 
with it. Both for myself 
and the benefit of those 
who have come to know 
me or think they do. 

It is very personal and 
private. Therefore diffi- 
cult to discuss, but it is 
time to come clean. I’ve 
| secretly been living a 
double life among my 

~ gender sisters. 

Iam a closet Christian! 
= It’s true, it’s true! I’ve 

j been indulging in clan- 
destine prayer for years. 
Unbeknownst to some of 
you close to me, I’ve 
held you in the highest 
esteem, said the nicest eriiaes about you, and have practiced the 
art of random kindness with impunity among you. 

Ignoring faults, real or imagined. Believing the best and 
bearing with sisters in volatile circumstance. It’s been hard but 
the cats out of the bag now. 

I’ve been guilty in the past of participating in an evan- 
gelistic teaching ministry. Stealthily gaining my own television 
program and a solid reputation with a loyal following. 

Gee, that felt good. Now everyone really will look at 
me funny or funnier! It’s often easier to share with church folk 
about transgender issues, than it is to share my Christianity with 
my dearest gender friends. So now all that paranoia finally pays 
off. It certainly took long enough. 

I don’t think I’ve even seen this issue dealt with in a TG 
publication before. Since it is such a hot potatoe. But I also real- 
ize there are many of us affected by it, regardless of denomina- 
tional outlook. The question is still there, what does God really 
think of all this? So, since the can of worms is already open. 
Let’s make stew. 

As usual it falls to one brave soul. Bold enough to ex- 
press the courage of her convictions. Speak her mind and stand 
up for what she believes to be the truth. I wish I were talking 
about me. ButI refer to the author of a feature article in the last 
issue. I don’t know Terri Lynn Mize, but I wish I did. Her testi- 
mony is a tribute to the power of a developed relationship with 
God, in Christ. When you consider the amazing demands placed 
on an individual in gender transition. For some more than others. 
That relationship is critical, to know that no matter who else 
dumps on you, at least you have God on your side. To love and 
accept and keep you safe and sane during the process. I well 
identify with the peace within and ease of transition Terri de- 
scribes. I smile with her because I know through experience ex- 
actly what she is talking about. It’s worked for her and it defi- 
nitely works for me. So wigs off to her treatise. I agree with al- 
most everything she said. 

However ... and bless my little heart. There always is a 
however, or there would be no quarterly rant to entertain you 
with. I believe I should at least try to comment on one or two 
fundamental (pardon the pun) errors in basic understanding. At 


least as I perceive and understand the truth. So this is by no 
means the final say on the subject. Rather my personal under- 
standing, based on experience, study, and much meditation. 

So being more interested in the truth, rather than mak- 
ing one group feel better over another and assuming that some 
gay or lesbian people read Crossroads. Furthermore that some are 
very much transsexual. I’d like to be the first to congratulate you 
on all the hard work that’s gone into fighting for the basic rights 
and recognition that you have won for all of us. Indeed that you 
win in the future. Making life just a little less complicated for the 
likes of us. Who enjoy the fruits of your labour. 

God is ever as always, more interested in the spirit and 
character of his people, than he is in finding fault with ones sex- 
ual preferences, and or proclivities. To the extent of excluding 
from even his earthly blessings, those who through no fault of 
their own, were born with different wiring. The key phrase being 
“* ..His people” as one of them. I can no longer conceive of a 
God who can accept love and even bless me. For who and what I 
am. At the same time reject the one I stand beside as unaccept- 
able, when I am every bit as “unnatural” as they are. 

Knowing this, that as a male to female transsexual. No 
matter what I do. What I have nipped, clipped, tucked or reas- 
signed. No matter how well I present to the world that I am some 
thing else other than a male. I will always be a man, or more sim- 
ply, I will never be a woman, ever. 

So even following surgery. If I choose to enter a rela- 
tionship with a man, as most TS’s wish to do. I would be techni- 
cally and practically in a homosexual relationship. Even if I mar- 
ried I would be no different than any committed relationship be- 
tween two gay men or women. So, now what? Am I to ponder 
this dilemma forever, or will I make the most out of it and con- 
centrate on being the most complete and fulfilled person I can be? 
Knowing that I am his and since he plays no favorites (Rom 2:11) 
will continue to bless and prosper me as I earnestly seek him. 

If it helps anyone out there, here is something to ponder 
instead. For crossdressers, or transsexuals, or gay/lesbian or any 
combination there of. “That in Christ, there is neither Jew or 
Greek, slave or free, male nor female. For you all are one in him. 
If you belong to Christ. You are Abrahams seed (spiritual chil- 
dren) and Meirs according to the promise” (Gal 3:28-29). Be- 
sides, as the lord once pointed out to me, as I was searching this 
out early I my journey. He wasn’t the one who had to wear the 
stuff. I was! If I had the faith to walk around in public like that, 
believing it to be his best will for me. Then he had the grace, 
even mercy to applaud loudly! Every step of the way. 

Keep the faith, Nikki 


New Innovation 


“Voice Mail’s Option Seven” 
Submitted by: Beverly Johnston 

Recently I had to phone a company about some business re- 
quirements and as is increasingly the habit today, was received by 
their voice mail system. Now we all know what is like to get 
trapped in the endless runaround of some companies voice mail 
system. Frustration is often not the word one feels like using to 
describe ones feelings at times like that. 

Well this particular company had a innovative answer to relieve 
those frustrations. Their option list was about twelve items long. 
Feeling that some people might get a bit uptight as they proceeded 
down the list, they added “option seven.” And what is option 
seven? Simply this, when you get there, the voice mail voice says, 
“Tf you want to hear a duck quack...press seven!” When you do, 
you hear a duck quack with laughing in the background. With in 
seconds I was laughing too, and had forgotten about being frus- 
trated. Every company should have an option seven! The world 
of voice mail would be a better place! 
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How to contact 
The Dlusions Social Club of Edmonton 


Mailing Address: Ilusions Social Club 
Box 356, Main P.O. Edmonton 
Alberta, TSJ-2J6 


Voicemail phone line: 1-780-988-3294 . leave your message 
or 
Phone the GLCCE Centre on Tuesday between 7:00 & 10:00pm 
At 1-780-488-3234.....ask for Rachel Carmina 
or 
E-mail at Dlusionsx42@yahoo.com 


Regular meetings are held at the GLCCE Centre, 10612 - 124 
St. Edmonton, on the second Thursday of each month. Meetings 
usually begin between 8:30 and 9:00 pm. All are welcome! 


Visit our new website: www.geocities.com/ILLUSIONSX42 


FROM WHERE | AM 
SITTING 


It is not the season to be jolly. It is however, the season to 
get that yard work done, have guests, or get those summer pro- 
jects finally completed. For some, it’s that time when we 
make most of our money through seasonal work. So I do hope 
om summer has been good, and you haven’t broken too many 

s. 

Have you been dressed lately? I have, mainly at home, but 
there has been a few times when Linda has gotten out, but 
te late. Most of the time it has been dressing around the 

ouse. 

One of my projects was to provide Linda with her own 
room. This has been in mind for some time. I started work 
much earlier than planned because of family coming for a 
visit. The room will not be done in pinks or have floral de- 
Signs, but it is hers, and it is locked. 

Of course that wasn't my only project. There have been 
those great outside jobs that included getting mosquito bites 
bashed up legs and fingers and broken nails. While I would 


never win a contest for my legs, I definitely wouldn’t after this 


The evenings are starting to get shorter. Of i 

. - Of course thi 
brings on the colder weather and that weird white litter = the 
ae Be Can get out ear- 
ur rakes down and get int 
that winter mode. We hope to start seeing more of vol a a 
our regular meetings on the second Thursday of the month 

Well ladies, until next time. Linda M . 


anners, Presid 
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AVISIT TO UNIQUE 
BOUTIQUE 


Late last spring, quite some time ago, the girls of lusions’ 
went on a shopping trip. The rumour mill had it that a place 
called “Unique Boutique”, was a place where girls like us 
would be welcome. Linda, in her ever so professional way, 
took it upon herself to confirm the rumour. The rumours were 
true! It was then only a matter of time before the wheels were 
set in motion and a date set for our shopping night. 

Heidi, along with her charming assistant Sherry, were our 
hosts for the evening. Linda couldn’t wait to start shopping, so 
it was no surprise to find out she was the first one there (I won- 
der if the complementary refreshments had anything to do with 
her eagerness!) As the evening progressed, more and more girls 
dropped in, so that by the end of the evening, there were over a 
dozen of us charming ladies there. There was a steady stream 
of girls grabbing an outfit or two and heading off to the chang- 
ing booths all night long. Many went home with a beautiful 
new outfit. 

Life has such a funny way of working out sometimes. After- 
wards, many of the girls wandered over to “Café de Ville” for a 
late night snack. It seems that our waitress for the evening, had 
an uncle who recently admitted that he was a crossdresser, and 
was in search of information on any local groups. Needless to 
say, we showed up at the right time for her and were able to 
giver her just the sort of information she wanted! Straight from 
the horse’s mouth, you could say. 


Rachel Carmina 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


Edmonton, Alberta 
wu MAKEOVER NIGHT 
wus TRIP TO RED DEER - “THE OTHER PLACE” 


FIELD TRIP TO “SPECIALLY FOR YOU” 


CHRISTMAS DINNER AT “CAROL'S CAFE” 


SHOPPING TRIP TO “UNIQUE BOUTIQUE” 
sm ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN AM 


WINTERFEST 2001 


lache ‘s Ramblings 


What should I ramble on about this time? 
The weather? The world? Life in general? The 
meaning of life? I’m sure everyone has heard enough 
about these sorts of things. Maybe I should talk about 
something that we could all relate to, like trying to fit 
into that beautiful and flattering dress you haven’t 
worn since last year. 

1 am totally amazed, if not baffled as to how 
all these dresses always know how to shrink just 
enough so that they’re just a little too tight to wear 
again. For those of you suspicious of big government 
and big business, you have to wonder if there isn’t an 
intentional plan, or dare I say conspiracy, at work 
here. Perhaps these companies use fabrics that shrink 
on purpose over time. That way, you’re practically 
forced to go out and buy a new outfit every year. If 
they don’t entice you with the change in style for the 
year, they'll get you through shrinkage. What a 
racket! They probably learned a thing or two from the 
Detroit automakers and their planned obsolescence. 
system. 

After years of searching (or dare I say purg- 
ing!), you finally find the dress that looks awesome on 
you and the following year when you finally get a 
chance to wear it again. the dress doesn’t fit anymore! 
What’s a girl to do? So you swallow your pride, 
check your pocketbook and go out and try to find an- 
other dress just like it or one at least reasonably close 
to it. Can you find one? Of course not, because 
they’ve changed the style and you could search high 
and low in every store in West Edmonton Mall and 
still can’t find a single dress that even comes close to 
what you had and want again. 

You may have also heard that the rates of 
high blood pressure and heart attacks in women have 
gone up dramatically over the last twenty years. Well, 
I think you, my dear readers, now have a pretty good 
reason as to why this is happening. All this forced 
shopping looking for something that doesn’t exist any- 
more probably explains a lot of it. Just think of the 
frustration. You check high and low throughout all 
800 stores in the mall, and you can’t find another 
dress like it! This also probably explains why these 
second hand stores are springing up all over the place 
these days. At least in a used clothing store you have 
an almost even chance of finding that flattering dress 
again the size you need. 

Well, I’ve probably rambled on long enough 
for now. I hope I’ve given you something to think 
about for a while. Till next time. 

Rachel Carmina 


Submission deadline, “Winter” issue of Crossroads 
is: 
December 1st, 2000 
Issue 1, Volume 3, “Summer” 
The current subscription year ends with Issue 4 


Dear Gender Friends, 


Collector of Transgender literature, 
books, magazines, novels, club 
newsletters, papers and photo's. 


Special interest in "Canadian’ material 


Wish to correspond with "Senior’ mem- 
bers of our ‘Trans" community, to pre- 
serve and record our his/her/story. 
Would like to hear from others inter- 

ested in establishing a "Canadian 
Transgender Library and Archive. 


Best prices paid for small or large cof- 
lections. 


Please Contact : 


S.C. Donaldson 
8048 - 24 St., S.E. 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2C 023 
1-403-203-0703 


CROSSLAND SIILOES 


DISTRIBUTORS OF HIGH-HEELED SHOES 
Specializing in Large Sizes from Classic 
to Exotic 


SHOES BOOTS SANDALS 


Custom and Special Orders Available from a New 
Color Catalogue 

Send $15.00 money order for information package 

(Credited to first purchase) 


Crossland Shoes E-mail dixland@latanet.ab.ca 
Box 68147 Fax (780) -464 -0234 

162 Bonnie Doon Mall Voice (780) -448 -0173 vb 5665 
Edmonton Alberta 
T6C-4NE 


Large Sizes are our Specialty 


CROSSLAND SHOES 
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yt Shatchewan 


Hi! We are the members of Illusions Sas- 
katchewan, a collection of club members 
from various communities within the prov- 
ince. So far we have met girls from several 
locations, ranging from larger urban cen- 
ters, to midsize and smaller towns. 

We are always looking to meet new 
people, and although our group is small, 
we feel that it presently represents a 
broad spectrum of the TG community. We 
meet (and of course party) fairly regu- 
larly at a safe location, and when possible, 
try to attend Trans-related functions to- 
gether. We have friends and ties within the 
gay community here, and have found them 
to be very accepting and friendly towards 
us, which has led us to participate in some 
of their social events as well. 

Our meetings are informal, as are 
our parties (social outings that is), and we 
would like to welcome everyone from nov- 
ice to the most seasoned of the gender 
community. Our main goal is to provide 
help to one another wherever we can, be it 
clothes, hair, makeup, advice, or just gen- 
eral support. 


If you would like to get in touch with us 
you can reach us by calling: 
1-306-761-0414 ....and ask for Shirley 

Or via email : 
cory.palmer@sk.sympatico.ca 
and leave a note for Britany 
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COMINGS AND GOINGS - THE REGINA GIRLS 
By: Shirley Armitage 


Summer is upon us and, as usual, activity has 
slowed down a little, but there has been enough going 
on to keep everyone interested and active. 

On May27th the girls, along with several 
spouses and significant others gathered at Shirley’s 
house for a summer get-together. Annette, Bev, Cheri, 
Karen, Nikki, Rachel, Shirley, and Suzanne represented 
Regina, and our out-of-towners were Bobbi, Darla, and 
Ursula. It was a relaxed, but fun evening. 

On June 24" at the pride week drag show at the 
GLCR’s “Outside “ bar, our gal’s Britany and Louella 
did us proud with a couple of well-received numbers. 
Special commendations to Louella, who did a vigorous 
dance routine in three inch platforms with seven inch 
heels. We could have used a step ladder when hug time 
came! Nikki, Rachel, and Shirley from Regina, and 
Bobbi, Grace, and Julie from Saskatoon were in atten- 
dance to cheer our starlets on. 

Otherwise June was very quiet, but there are 
several bits of news, worthy of mention. The first was 
an unexpected visit form Alice. We’re happy to report 
that she’s feeling a lot better, and is hoping to join us 
for some fun later in the summer. We were also pleased 
to see Andrea for a chat over coffee as she was passing 
through. We hope to see her on the group scene later 
this summer as well. Our gadabout, Rachel, journeyed 
to Saskatoon on June 30" and joined Bobbi at the pride 
week drag show at Diva’s. Rachel reports that they 
were made welcome at the event and had a good time. 

One up-one down. Hard on the heels of Alice’s 
good news was the downing of our anchor, Bev. She’s 
fine but undergoing an extremely boring recovery at 
home. At last report she’s listening to the dog- not talk- 
ing is it! Get back on your feet soon hon’, we need 
you! 

Our final item for this issue is to welcome yet 
another new member to the group. Diedra joined the 
Scene in late June. Welcome sister. 

That’s all folks - Have a great summer!! 

- Shirley Armitage. 


LS.C.C.A. & S.A. 


“The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Chinook Arch” 


Hello all, 

The last time I wrote an arti- 
cle for this magazine, I was the 
current reigning princess of the 
Court. This year I was elected 
Empress at the Ball and it 
gives me great pleasure to be 
allowed to continue to keep 
you all informed on “life with 
the Royals" 

For those of you who do not 
know, our current upper house 
is as follows: 

3 = Imperial Grand Duke 14 - 

Tony Bishop Towers. 

# Imperial Grand Duchess 

, 14 - Brandy Bishop Towers. 
Imperial Crown Prince 

Royal 22 - Corey. Imperial Crown Princess Royale 22 - Hell-on- 

Heels. Emperor 24 - Ernie. Empress 24 - Rhoda Stiffy (me.) 

So far our year has been a lot of fun. We have traveled to Win- 
nipeg, Edmonton, Regina, Spokane and still have St. Catherines, 
Portland, Las Vegas, Vancouver and Denver to go to! 

We also have attended a lot of in-town functions and I must say 
that the Illusions Birthday Party - (Congratulations to Empress 10 
Leslie Diane) - and the Girls of Summer Show were a lot of Fun. 
The Girls put on two wonderful and entertaining evenings and it 
was an honor and a privilege to be invited to attend. 

The Court has also had a couple of joint functions with the Ilu- 
sions Girls, which were very successful, and I am sure there will 
be a few more before the year end in April. It is great that we can 
show that the Gays, Lesbians, Bisexuals and Transgender com- 
munities can work together and have fun doing it. We may have 
different lifestyles, but we all want the same thing - to be ac- 
cepted for who we are, not what we do!!! 

Well unfortunately this time my article is short and sweet, as I 
have an out of town function that I have to attend and I have to 
start packing as soon as I am done here. But I would like to thank, 
once again, Michelle Hart, for allowing me to share a little of our 
lives with you, and also to all you that have come out to our 
shows at the Midnight Cafe on Saturday nights. With out you and 
your kind generosity, we wouldnt be able to raise the money we 
do. No matter how much we raise, it is a little more that will help 
someone who is less fortunate than us, when we give out our do- 
nations at the Ball next April. 

If anyone wants more information on the Court or just tips on 
make up, hair clothes (and the best places to shop for them), or 
even just general chit chat, then please feel free to call me at 277- 
4775 or email me at rhodastiffy@iname.com. I am always avail- 
able and wont hesitate at all to help anyone in any way I can. 

So farewell for now and I will make the next time a little more 
interesting, I promise!!! Hopefully I will see some of the Illusions 
girls at one of their meetings in the near future. 

Take Care, 

Hugs & Kisses 

Her Most Imperial Sovereign 

Majesty, Empress 24 of Calgary 
Rhoda Stiffy 


ISCCA & SA Events Calendar 


OCTOBER 

14th TURNABOUT - Midnight Cafe 11:00pm 
11th Shooter Bar - Boyztown 11:00pm 

19th Shooter Bar - Boyztown 11:00pm 

20th Rooks - 9:00pm (on 16th Ave NW) 

21st Midnight Cafe Anniversary - Midnight Cafe 
25th Shooter Bar - Boyztown 11:00pm 

28th Halloween Show - Midnight Cafe 11:00pm 
NOVEMBER 

2nd _ Shooter Bar - Boyztown 11:00PM 

8th Shooter Bar - Boyztown 11:00pm 

10th Rooks - 9:00pm 

11th Midnight Cafe - 11:00pm 


Information for our upcoming shows is also posted 
on our website: www.fortunecity.com/village/ 
rockhudson/584/index.html. You can send your re- 
quests for information to rhodastiffy@iname..com 
or call 277-4775 and ask for David or Arlie(Rhoda). 


Web Sites of Interest 


North Beach Leather...USA 
http://www.northbeachleather.com/spring2.html 
Adult Fetish 
http://www.adultcheck.com/gen_links/fetish.html 
Breast Enlarging 
http://www.newwomyn.com/ 
Girls Around The World 
http://www. geocities.com/~urmotalone/around.htm 
Walk On The Wildside 
http://www.wildside.org/ 
Georgette 
G_nickel @cybernet-ag.de 
Crossroads Magazine (under construction) 
http://www.darkmall.com/crossroads 

hosted by: www.darkmall.com 
ISCCA & SA 
http:www.fortunecity.com/village/ 
rockhudson/584/index.html 
North Bound Leather...CDN 
www.northbound.com 
Demask Bizarre Rubber 
demsk @xs4all.nl.www.demask.com 
Great Boots & Shoes at great prices ! 
www.howcool.com 
Illusions Social Club of Alberta 
Http://www. geocities.com/ILLUSIONSX42 
Gender PAC 
Owner_iyfonline @ gpac.org 
If you know of any interesting websites, please 
submit them to the editor. E-mail: 

Mhart @webminder.com 


Crossroads/I1 


¢ Dare te 
S be DIF- 


" " ferent 
xs j By: Bobbi Dare 
pie 


Birthday Party number 

10 has come and gone and 
we now have a new court elected for the years Congratulations wo 
the new Empress number 10, Leslie Diane, First Princess 10, 
Joanne, Second Princess 10, Elaine and of course to our lovely 
Lady in Waiting. Dana. You all gave marvelous performances 
and any of you would have made a wonderful empress, but sadly 
there can be only one and the members have made their choice. 

Many in the Illusions Calgary membership know about the 
controversy over our new second Princess Joanne and her bid for 
Empress this year. The diatribe that I’m referring to goes like 
this, “What is she doing here...] mean she’s a real girl! Why 
doesn’t she join a club for real girls who want to be drag queens!” 
I cannot believe what a load of crap this is...] mean come on 
girls! We weren't electing empress of the world here or some- 
thing...and why would that be such a bad idea? What ifa woman 
ran the world? Huh? 

The truth is that Gay/Lesbian/BI/TG clubs are marginalized 
already, so when we practice the politics of exclusion we are mar- 
ginalizing ourselves even more. I’m happy to be member of the 
Rainbow Lambda Society, The ISCCA and PFLAG, and why 
not? But then people say to me...”but you’re not gay.” And just 
how do you know that? “Because you’re married..right?” Uh 
huh...and? “So how could you be gay?” OK, my sexuality is not 
the issue here, but the fact is that I’m living an alternate life-style 
if you match me in context with the majority of people who con- 
sider themselves to be straight. So what does that make me? 
Weird. Different. So I’m different...like many of the people I 
associate with. They might identify themselves as Gay or Les- 
bian or BI, and they might be uncomfortable with their assigned 
gender. Or none of the above. What does it matter? If you like 
me then I'll probably like you. If your ready to say I’m your 
equal then I’ll be prepared to do so as well. If you respect who I 
am then you can bet I'll do the same for you. That is my point. 

By saying that we should exclude the wives from getting in- 
volved passionately with the club then what we are really saying 
is, “You don’t belong, you're not one of us, go away!” And this 
is exactly the kind of attitude that M2F TS’s encounter when they 
try to join women’s organizations. Some women resent the mere 
presence ofa TS in their midst, and goddess forbid should they 
try to take a hand in running things! I mean...this is our group 
and it’s women ONLY! No men allowed! And I don’t care if 
you have gotten IT chopped off you're still a man as far as I'm 
concerned! 

Hurts. doesn’t it? Compassion is so much nicer than derision 
and understanding is preferable over ignorance. 

Remember, an exclusive club is the kind that excludes certain 
people, Why do you want to exclude anyone from your company 
poe voure wine to gain acceptance yourself? Last time I 
oer Ossdressers weren't welcome in the Miss Canada Pag- 

Let's try not to get too cau 


, t up in hi 4 5 
tics ladies. [lusions can and choc nea lings and petty poli- 


lusior should be a place to come and talk 
i stuff with friends, to have a drink and share a few jokes. 

S creates community. We are a community of people with th 
Same issue, that is we are S 


either trans 
about someone who is ee ie Sriceeply care 


why we get together twice a month. We. 
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S not forget the reason 
continued on page 23 


oanent/ly, Tired of 
vd “Unwanted Hair? 


Electrolysis 
Works! 


\ 


Gane Gbhoabeth Bout Face 
Blend Electrolysis 


Surgical Microscope 
Disposable Needles 


289 - 1500 


Member 
FCEA, ESA, COPE 


Located in Charleswood 
One block south of Brentwood Mall 
In Calgary, NW 


I&'s Gime to Subscribe agen! 
Crossroads 
Western Cemeida's Geemsgendered 
Voice 
Get Ghe Neuss! Get Crossrodds 
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CD Friendly, Discreet Premises For 

Make up lessons, makeovers, Ear Piercing 
& Wig Care and Design 

Ask for Bryon Callaghan at 283-8802 


Saton5t2 


TAKE IT OFF! 


Affordable Laser Hair Removal 
Is Now Available at 


@ Laser Hair Centre Inc. 


Beard Area: $ 250.00/treatment 
.... This ad is a coupon.... 


Call For Details: 

Ph 1-403-255-0150 

Gwenn Molnar RN/Laser Electrologist 

D - 274 Glenmore Landing Shopping Centre 
Calgary, Ab. 


A Project For Us Grrrl’s To Think About! 
How about we think about getting a committee 

together with a mandate to approach Seniors Rest Homes 

with a view to finding one (or ones) that would be willing 

to specialize in the care of aging Transgendered folk. Jami Symons, Owner /. Styl ist 

Think about it, after the expression of a life time, would : 

you want some ignorant matron come up to you and rip CD Friendly 

your bra off! Nooo! In our elder years we will want to be Hair & make-up lessons 

treated with respect and understanding. Can you imagine Wigs & wig care 

the hurt and horror of being driven back inside in those Call first for appointment 

circumstances, especially after you had spent half a life- 

time trying to come out. So there is a project. No worries, 1134 8th Avenue S.W.- Second Floor 

we don’t have to accomplish it tomorrow, just some day Calgary, Alberta T2P-W5 

soon. The locations should be, Medicine Hat, Lethbridge, phone: (403)-290-1999 

Calgary, Edmonton and Grand Prairie. Think about it and 

if you are interested contact Michelle Hart. 


Dark Side Creations 


North America’s Manufacturer of Molded Latex Clothing 
Active Day Wear, Elegant Evening Wear and Strictly For The Bedroom Wear! 
Dark Side Creations Stretches The Limits of Fashion 


phone (403) 547-6691 or e-mail - darkside @darkmall.com 
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Illusions Gives of Seamonor Viii 


“J was there,” by Bobbi Dare 
Girls of Summer VIII 


The first Girls of Summer celebration of the New Millennium 
went off without a hitch. It was a great party! We saw lots of new 
faces this year, which was wonderful to see. It looks like the 
membership is growing. Yea! 

The room looked marvellous darlings, Leslie Diane, Empress 
number 10, made sure to go around to all the tables and take pic- 
tures of the party goers. And since the camera doesnt lie...even 
though I wish it would...I1l let the pictures we took that night tell 
most of the story. 

The evening started off with dinner. I thought the salmon oscar 
was a good choice as an entree. There are a few vegetarians in the 
club, so beef was out, but no one objected to the fish. So another 
successful dinner thanks to Danny and Debbie...great job guys. 
After dinner the stage was rolled out and the show began, hosted 
by Hell-on-Heels. As always a great job on her part, a big thank 
you honey. *wink* All the performers deserved a big round of 
applause for their efforts. 

At about 10:30 the Ilusions portion of the evening ended and 
we made our prize draws. A Latex Mini-dress, donated by Dark- 
side Creations was won by Empress number 24 of Calgary, 
Rhoda Stiffy. Congratulations dear. After the prize drawings the 
floor was tumed over to Ms. Anita Lay for the I.S.C.C.A.S.A. 
Saturday Night Drag show. So we all just kept on partying...and 
drinking. 


Res ee 


*hugs* 
Bobbi Dare 
Email: bobbi @illusions.ab.ca 


Bobbie Dare plunges into the depths of perform- 
ance arts! Watch this Grrrl, she is going places! 


tee Sed 


: e - So «os : 
J gssica, spins her sultry web! Great legs VIL. Tau siiae Se as a 
Jessie! You can tell she is just reading the au- peror 25 Erni ’ a, KOxy, Joanne, 
dience second by second! rnie, Jodee, Hell on heels, and 


HMISM Empress 25 Rhoda. Go grrris, Go! 
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Retired ISSCA & SA Empress 24 Roxy, does what A very vinyl Gina hangs out at Girls of Summer 
she has always been good at, chilling out with VIII. Gina has been a participating performer in- 
friends. Roxxy is the blond in the middle. cluded in the last six editions of Girls of Summer. 


wf 


| 1st Princess 10, Joanne and the current 
Presenting Kim Would, Empress 23 of the ISSCA & reigning Empress of the ISCCA & SA, 
SA, and her boy Jim. Rhoda Stiffy wow the crowd! 
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‘Defining Normal Society * 
How You Ask? Simply by quoting the local ‘rags’ darlings! 


@ Tongue & cheek look of the other side of Fe based on their OWN oerfidities: 
You often don’t have to go to far as a Trans-gendered person to run into some “Quote” normal person that 
classifies you as a freak or something worse. Yet if you are a TG person that lives quietly within your local 
society, contributing to your community, paying your taxes, concerned for the welfare of your neighbours, 
should you be subject to being called a freak and become marginalized within society simply because you 
are also trans-gendered and are therefore arbitrarily considered abnormal. The answer of course is no! 
Crossroads Magazine will devote this page for the next three issues, publishing excerpts from local newspa- 
pers of some of the escapades of “normal” society. It’s not a pretty picture, but it has to be said, that al- 
though the expression of these individuals represents a small percentage of the “mainstream” ; neverthe- 
less, what ever they do, they are still considered to be normal, even if they do get penalized for their acts! 


This is the last time “Defining Normal Society” will appear on the pages of Crossroads. As promised, this department would only 
be written for the four issues of Volume two. The editorial direction of this page aimed at showing the reader that there are anomalies, arbi- 
trary thinking, contrary actions and just plain mean spiritedness encumbering the every day activities of the “quote” normal people that the 
rest of us lowly wayward folk should aspire to emulate or follow. Phooy! I am not sure that the content I was able to come up with really 
illustrated the point I wanted to make. I think it came close a few times, but | also think that the nut bars I wanted to write about must have 
found out about what I was doing and have gone into hiding. But that is not why this column is coming to and end. Nope, it’s just time to 
get on with other things. However, before we go, I want to say a few things. 

According to Websters, the definition of Normal is: 1. Conforming with or constituting an accepted standard, model or pattern; 
esp., corresponding to the median or average of a large group in type, appearance, achievement, function, development, etc.; natural; usual; 
standard; regular. 2. Occurring naturally; and the list goes on. I think you have the idea. Websters goes on to define Society as: 1. A group 
of persons regarded as forming a single community, esp. as a distinct social or economic class. 2. The system or condition of living to- 
gether as a community in such a group. 3. All people, collectively, regarded as constituting a community of related, interdependent indi- 
viduals, etc. and on it goes! These definitions are important to know, yet few people really know them. Just as few people really know 
about their own human rights. You might find this to be an astounding statement, yet it appears to me at least to be true over time. I don’t 
know how many times some person has come to me with an abusive situation that they did not know how to deal with. The answers, 
though complex in doing them, seemed simple to me! There is a time, when you have to put all worldly things on a shelf and just fight. But 
there is also a period most of the time when negotiation can be productive, and it seems that it is a lethargic time that most people, no matter 
what side of the fence they are on, miss! To bad, really! So much is missed when this happens, yet it is acommon occurrence. Unions, 
management, neighbours and friends all missing the point for one reason or another. Yep! Oh well, at least our community is not missing 
the point, right! We are together and on one track, aren’t we? Not! 

When you look at the definitions of normal and society, you can see that transgendered people fit easily within those boundaries. 
By “their” definitions (as written in Websters “Normal” Society, ) being transgendered should be as easy as 1,2,3! But it’s not is it, and 
we all know that. When you consider that large portions of society play by these rules, then it should follow that we should fit right in with 
them, right! Well we don’t, do we, and would that be because we are sadistic, anarchistic, devilish individuals working insidiously to un- 
dermine the values of the Society in which we live and add breath to on a daily basis? Is it our ingenious subtle plan to trod Society under! 
To use our spiked heels to munch it into the ground! Noo-oo, I don’t think so, We don’t even have a plan! And besides we are not even 
like that at all are we? We are just regular people living our lives and by the way, we are Transgendered. 

I think itis extremely important that we as a people know all of the aspects of the rules that surround us. More importantly, we need to 
know them well enough so that when we feel as an individual we are being abused we know how to fight. Most importantly, we nced to 
know these things so that we would know when to fight, to what level, and to what intensity. If your wondering what I am talking about, it 
is what is considered normal society. Push and pull. Defined rules perverted by the rulers of the rules. Our governments pretend that they 
represent the majority of thinking. But they are wrong, for the majority rarely speaks! It is without few exceptions that the minority, which 
is vociferous, elects our government. The tue majority, which is lazy, sits back and awaits the outcome, and we, the majority, are a saga- 
cious lot. We read the preamble of any election and decide whether any effort on our part is required. This is not to say that from time to 
time we do not step out and prosecute our nights. But as sure as the sun is hot, by our own default we do allow the extremes of society to 
rule our world most of the time, and I fervently believe this to be true. If you don’t like what I am saying, you could always step out and 
aa oan na Ss ea voting , and how many of you have not execrcised that right? If you haven't, what have you to say? 
cen nated roe - See es Is a cynical oS You would be wrong. I see my viewpiont as one of balance coun- 
or [ain't goin’! Nope! lam not a warrior, not a Seatth rt ees willing to go to war. Yet the cause better be a “bloody” good one 

un t goin : ! n > utionary! Rather I am an evolutionist. I have faith that all good things will come to 
pass in time if good people will work towards goals that will benefit the broader sense of our society. We just need to start working to- 
wards defined goals. Of course at some point we are going to have to get to : J 


Mee 2 gether and begin to define them. We as a community are years 
behind in not having done so already. Do you remember the “Council of Canadians?” Well how about the Council of s aaeierel CE 


nadians” A group whose mandate would be to promote the integration of transgendered people as a normal part of the fabric of our society! 
It’s a big slow project, but it is one you should think about getting involved in. Evolution! The time is right for it in a way that has never 
Boe pesca ts os ever there was a time, now is the time to step outside of yourself and get involved 
€ internet has shown us that we are not alone. Rather that our emotion is n init’ 
; umerous in it’s nature i one: 
that we are not ten, that we are not hundreds or thousands. We are millions, oS ae 


ee eaten and that we are a ! i 
very definition of those that would margininalize us. It’s time we start to help them define wie eae Eee ghithe 
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Tranzexual Perzonae 


Welcome Ladies and, er, Gentle- 
men. Welcome to the Trans-Zone, 
where the not so real becomes real 
before your very eyes. 

It seems as though everywhere 
you turn these days there is another 
Trans-person seeking gender re- 
assignment. Doesn't it seem curious 
to some that these instances are 
,, occurring more and more fre- 

, quently? I myself have counted at 
east a half-dozen in as many 
months that I have been made 

uy aware of in my vast (well, general) 

. - circle of relationships. Normally 

this cat not seem to be such an extraordinary thing if it weren't 
for the fact that at least half of those people were bona-fide 
straight-and-narrow types who did not previously have even an 
inkling of a chance of an idea that they were going to make "the 
switch". 

I will neither defend nor advance the cause of our sisters. It lies 
upon me, rather to offer what little it is in the way of facts that I 
have access to. It would be a rather formidable conclusion, for 
instance for me to believe that my life would be somewhat 
"better" after seeking gender re-assignment. The world would not 
become a more positive place considering that now I would be at 
somewhat of a disadvantage regarding most every aspect of my 
life. 

Let me elaborate, the current situation regarding employment (I 
mean career-wise) would be nearly cut in half (probably more 
considering the inherent bias that exists) due to my gender re- 
specification. Economically, I would have very little to look for- 
ward to unless J had a right tidy sum set aside for such an eventu- 
ality. Even if I did perhaps have some sort of a nest egg tucked 
away it would most certainly be eaten up by the constant barrage 
of surgical, hormonal and cosmetic augmentations that I would 
necessarily have to endure. The legal ramifications could be dev- 
astating to both my character and my family, considering the loss 
of job and income. Plus the most certain estrangement from any- 
one who might take exception to my life-journey. What about my 
dependent's future when I get booted out of any-and-everyone's 
will? 

Societal acceptance would be limited to a very exclusive and 
marginal group of people that would remain mostly, like me, 
trapped in a world of their own creation. To expect that a world of 
binary thought and action could somehow enter into the plural 
range that I ask for seems not only improbable but also rather 
arrogant. "I think, therefore, I am" is the phrase, not "I think I'm a 
better girl than a boy, therefore I will be one, because I can" is 
not. (This does not include role-playing and fantasy, however). 

As you have probably been made so obviously aware, I am 
definitely NOT pro-reassignment. Clearly I can have a somewhat 
biased opinion of what it is that is right for me, that is my 
strength. I know for a fact that the noxious veil of masculinity 
will not be magically lifted once I have crossed onto feminine 
shores. My battle would be a lifelong one with skirmishes on all 
fronts. From the bank, to the grocery-store, to my parents' garage 
sale, everyday would be a struggle. And when its over, all that I 
would have to show would be a gigantic debt and a jar with my 
pickled manhood in it for all to see. 

Now many of you must be frothing in your seats by now. I can 
understand that someone can be born the "wrong" gender (as if 


there ever was such a thing,) without both I wouldn't be here 
mouthing off! I have great pity for that person and wish all the 
help in the world for them. However, just because "I'm having a 
geriatric midlife crisis now that I'm single again ‘cause I lied to 
my wife for years that I had forgotten those evil bra-and-panties- 
wearing times to live in hetero-wedded-bliss with her till the end 
of our days". It doesn't give me the right to drain my children's 
pockets of what little money they have. Much less to drain a sys- 
tem that already has enough strain and task just to keep itself go- 
ing with its current resources. 

I sometimes see this re-assignment action as a rebuttal to a life 
that feels cheated somehow. These poor people didn't get the love 
and affection they needed when they were young. They watched 
as their feminine alters were constantly being protected and 
fussed over. It seems this constituted a form of jealousy that re- 
surfaced in later years as an intense need to alter their own gender 
accordingly. Unfortunately, most are about to find out how wrong 
they were in their perceptions. 

The Doctors and other professionals that have been caught up 
in the whirl of controversy regarding Trans-genderism will have a 
formidable task in accounting for their actions some time in the 
future (kind of like old Doc Kevorkian), yet to them it's just busi- 
ness. A nip here, a tuck there. baby still needs a new Jaguar. It has 
been quite a lucrative exploit for some that have built up whole 
communities around themselves. That just shows human nature, 
and it is human nature to find profit in the misery of another 
(Hurray for capitalism!). 

Am I really going to change it all that much for the better after 
I have changed the way that world looks at me? I have to face it 
though, all that I am really changing is the way that the world sees 
me. It's still the same goofy, uncoordinated imbecile in the 
kitchen who comes home at night to an empty refrigerator. I'm 
still that dufus kid that skinned his knee and came home bawling 
to find slack disinterest at my obviously disfiguring wound. 
When they take away your pink-and-purples. they don't automati- 
cally give you a brain-transplant that makes everything better. 
The high numbers of cases of post-reassignment suicide speak for 
themselves to the amount of disillusionment that potentially is out 
there. 

Some are rewarded with a very positive support-group of peo- 
ple who understand our forays into the gender nether world (if 
you consider yourself one of these, then you are surely blessed). 
Still, I truly believe that we also have a great responsibility to 
keep our senses vigilant for the signs that may lead a loved one to 
make such a life-transfiguring decision as this. No lack of love, 
support and general understanding should ever be held back. Sen- 
sitivity becomes paramount, and we all become enriched for our 
patience. 

Somewhere, there really are persons that were born the wrong 
gender. Doesn't it seem reasonable that we should have to prove 
beyond a shadow of a doubt that what it is we are about to under- 
take is as important as any life-saving operation? Jn fact, even 
more so because it is correcting an imperfection that would com- 
monly go unnoticed. Let us be certain, that all of the time, effort, 
and resources that go into such a life-altering transformation is 
not utilized in vein. 

Love love; Gina Raura Squidgewreck 


PS: I still long for the day when sequins and stilettos are ac- 
cepted fashion statements for any and all gender-specifications (i. 
e. human beings). Think of it, children buying pink feather boas 
Jor fathers' day and lace-up stiletto boots for mom...ah, heaven. 

Don't expect me to run and hide from your comments and ques- 
tions, I can be reached via shemail at gina@excite.com OR 
gina@femmfatale.com . 
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The beginning of my 
trangition from M/F 


By: Danielle-Jean 

For those of you whom I 
haven’t had the opportunity 
to meet in person, my name 
is Danielle-Jean, I am a TS 
girl who now resides in the 
beautiful town Calgary Al- 

Sa berta *:0) 
If you were thinking about 
going fulltime enfemme I 
would like to share some of 
my personal experiences 
with you *:0) 

Well, where do I be- 

gin ??? *:0) okay, lets start with my coming out at work. 
As you all know it is a very good idea if you are planning 
to go fulltime enfemme you should first begin with seeing 
a Doctor because that route is not an easy one and is full of 
obstacles, and you might need some guidance. 

The day after returning from an appointment with my 
Doctor, I was on my way to work, after parking my car one 
of my female friend’s at work who knew about Danielle 
came running out to tell me that one of the guy’s at work 
had found my WebPages on the net and had told everyone 
else about me. "That’s okay" I told her, "This way I would- 
n't have to tell them since now they all know about me *: 
0)" Well they sure did, including my boss who called me 
into his office and handed me my pink slip saying that 
"Sorry Danny but it is a very slow time of the year and we 
have to cut the staff and you are the first". That was a real 
surprise to me since I hadn’t noticed any slowing down at 
work, but I wasn't about to argue since I knew the real rea- 
son of that decision *:0( 

Now the question was how am I going to make the best 
out of the worst situation? It is 2 months before X-mas, I 
had no money, my ex had left me in June to go back home 
to Nova Scotia and I was stuck with most of the bills and a 
mortgage payment. 

Everything I had read about girls going through transi- 
tion and all the difficulties they were encountering was 
happening to me *:0( This really called for some serious 
thinking about what direction my life was going to go. 
Well it was almost a blessing anyway (have to think posi- 
tive) since now I was free to start my life all over, but this 
time it would be as Danielle and there would be no more 
hiding in the closet. Little did I realize the impact that this 
decision would have on me. You know the old saying is 
that you don’t know who your real friends are until you are 
in a real need of help. Well I found out the hard way, some- 
thing I had never done before was to go to a friend and ask 
for cash, the bills where really starting to catch up and J 
was getting a lot of harassment from creditors, so I bit the 
bullet and went to a friend and asked for a small loan to 
help in meeting my end of month payments. That didn’t 
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work so my next and only step left and that was to sell my 
house and move to a small apartment. So I asked another 
friend who I knew, that had a place for rent, and again I hit 
a brick wall. Now not knowing what to do, where to live, 
and who to turn to since two friends of mine whom I asked 
for some help turned me down.!!! I realized that when you 
are in areal need you can’t count on anyone but yourself. 
Well now I was starting to realize that I was all alone with 
my little dog and depression really started to hit hard. I felt 
that for every step forward I was making, I was stepping 
backward 3 steps *:o( 

After a few weeks I was able to find a small basement 
apartment where my little dog and I could live quietly and 
start our new life all over. Sending tons of resumes and 
going to numerous job interviews was the order of the day, 
so finally I landed a job as a private Security Officer. The 
pay wasn‘ that great but at least I had finally overcome a 
big roadblock and now was working as Danielle. I have 
legally changed my name and now almost 9 months into 
the program (fulltime life trial) I am finally starting to see 
the light at the end of the tunnel even if it is just a begin- 
ning and that I will have to face many more obstacles 
ahead. I am much happier now and with the support of a 
wonderful man who is very understanding, we are now 
making plans for the future. I am certain that together we 
can overcome any obstacles and finally enjoy life the way 
it was met to be. 

I hope that I haven’t discouraged anyone but I just 
wanted you to understand that this is not an easy thing to 
do but if you are true to yourself and follow your heart, you 
can overcome any road block that life will throw at you. 

Love Danielle-Jean 
Ms. Danielle Boudreau , vc226 
e-mail: 
Danielle@Boudreau.com 
You can also visit my HomePage at: HTTP://danielle. 
boudreau.com 


Something to think about: 

It takes only a minute to get a crush on someone, 
and hour to like someone and 

a day to love someone but it takes 
a lifetime to forget someone. 
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Dr. Laura’s Express 
Gets Sidetracked 


By: Michelle Hart 

You may remember that in the last issue, there was quite 
an uproar Over some very insensitive and incorrect things 
that Dr. Laura had said and given as advice to a women who 
had called her (Dr. Laura) asking for her thoughts about her 
husbands urge to crossdress. 

Dr. Laura left the planet on this subject, telling the 
Women that her husband (whom the Women seemed com- 
fortable with despite the crossdressing) was sick and needed 
help big time! It was obvious that the caller was confused 
and upset at the end of Laura’s diatribe. Further, and dis- 
hearteningly so, the caller received all the wrong advice 
about how to deal with her husbands emotional need to 
Crossdress. 

It did not take long for the Transgender community to call 
it’s Sisters to arms North America wide. The pressure was 
on from that moment on. However, Dr. Laura had also 
made some very outlandish statements about other sectors of 
society and they also began to react, calling for retractions 
of statements, apologies, sponsor withdrawal and outright 
cancellation of the show by the network. Guess what, the 
sun does shine on gloomy circumstances sometimes. 


Dr. Laura’s show has been canceled! 

Now isn’t that just a fine breath of fresh air to breath! 
Sources say that Paramount pulled the highly controversial 
show for “re-tooling,” following a period of poor ratings 
and apparent boredom by viewers and critics. Paramount 
spokeswomen Linda Lipman, is quoted as saying that the 
hiatus was “planned” before the show went on air. Even 
before the show first broadcast, sponsors were withdrawing 
their support. Proctor & Gamble and Kraft Foods dropped 
out early, with others following within a short time. It tums 
out that many of the sponsors that did air with the show , 
had bought network block advertising specials and did not 
necessarily know that they would be associated with it. 
Oldsmobile and Coca Cola pulled their advertising support 
after the first airing of the show. Other sponsors, on becom- 
ing aware the sometimes offensive views expressed by the 
shows host Dr. Laura Schlessinger, withdrew and made 
statements of disagreement with the views she had ex- 
pressed. 

Holy sheep turds Batgrrrl, common sense still does ex- 
ist ..... Sometimes! I am my kids Dad, Michelle 
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The Why Question and 


Some Answers 


Submitted by: Kerry Lee 

The "Why?" question: isn't it the most common response from 
members of the so-called straight community when ‘confronted’ 
by a cross-dresser? Catherine dipped into her handbag of creative 
responses and came up with ten of the best. 

The unexpected response "Why do I do what?" (Look puzzled 
and flutter eyelashes.) 

The disarming answer (version 1) "Well someone has to do it 
and I enjoy it and I'm good at it ... so it may as well be me. Don't 
you agree?" (Flutter those eyelashes again.) 

The disarming answer (version 2) "Shhh. Not so loud or they'll 
all want to do it." 

The double somersault with a reverse twist (version 1) 
"Heavens! Did you think ..." (Trills of girlish laughter.) "No, you 
completely misunderstand. You see, I cross-dress most of the 
time as a man. This is the real me!" 

The double somersault with a reverse twist (version 2) 
“Heavens! Did you think I was one of those sicko, perverted 
cross-dressers! Just you wait till my husband gets home from his 
Seahorse meeting!" (Stamp off in a huff.) (and for those that 
don’t know....... Seahorse, is a CD Club in Australia! ...com!) 

The in-your-face response, “Has anyone ever asked you (or do 
you ever ask yourself) why you: 
O Drink too much 
O Play trains 
D Go fishing 
C Play war games 
OD Beat your wife 
O Play around with your secretary 
O Play a round of golf 
0 All of the above 

"What I am doing is just one of the range of human behaviours 
and it's a damn sight more creative and less destructive than many 
of the things that so-called ‘normal’ people do!" 

Make 'em laugh (version 1) "I'll take you into my confidence, 
sir. I'm an undercover police officer on an operation and I'd ap- 
preciate it if ... Oh, damn I've laddered my tights again. My sarge 
will be furious. That's him in the pink taffeta." 

Make 'em laugh (version 2) "Actually I'm doing research for 
this great idea I have for a movie about an out-of-work actor who 
dresses as a woman to get a job in a soap opera. Good, huh! 
What, it's been done before? Okay what about these three guys 
who tour outback Australia in a bus. That too! Okay there's this 
guy who dresses up as a housekeeper to be near his kids. Oh no, 
don't tell me! Damn! I wonder if I can take this dress back? I 
think I'll keep the underwear though." _— continued on page 27 


Located in Charleswood in Calgary NW 
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The Magic Mirror Glamour Tips 
You Ask, We Answer All Your Beauty Questions 


GIQMOUrS G & OG: 


she will try to find workable solutions for you! You 


My Beard Thick and Dark, Can It Be Covered? 


Although | know this question has been dealt with before, | have not 

yet found a satisfactory solution to the problem of hiding beard my 

shadow. | have quite a heavy beard, but am not interested in having 

it removed. | have been told to try Krylon Tatto Cover but have not 
been able to find out where to buy it locally. What should! do? G.M. 
Saskatoon 

Well, “Grrrl” there are definitely some solutions to your problem beard. 
Unfortunately most require a fair amount of work. As to the use of Tatto 
Cover, | have heard about this many times but have never met any one who has 
actually used it, and | don’t know of a source to buy it other than to suggest 
that you contact a well known tatto shop in a large center such as Calgary or 
Vancouver. Can anyone help? Cassandra is finally stumped Darlings. If you 
have the answer please get in touch. 

Now for the standard methods. The first one, and the one | like the least is 
to take red lipstick and apply it over your beard area, set it with translucent 
setting powder and then apply your foundation over top. | could just never get 
into this one, but | guess it does work! Second, many people have had good 
luck using Derma-Blend Foundation. Derma-Blend is available at most high 
quality cosmetic counters, come in many shades and will cover most beards in 
one shot. Cassandra has used it and has a number of friends that swear by it. 
The best method of application is to use the paddle provided and scoop enough 
Derma-Blend into the palm of your hand and then sort of ball it up. After it has 
warmed up and become very pliable, rub both palms together and then just 
plaster it all over your face. After you are fully covered go back and even it 
out and work it into any wrinkles etc. Now do your contouring (you can use a 
darker shade of Derma-Blend) and then set it with a liberal covering of Trans- 
lucent setting powder. Carry on applying the rest of your make-up. Cassandra 
doesn’t use Derma-Blend because she gets it all over the place during the ap- 
plication. No doubt, practice would solve this even for a airhead like Cassie! 

Cassandra’s method is to use a reddish shade of Five-O-Shades Beard cover 
over the beard area. Set it with powder and then cover it with liquid founda- 
tion from Maybelline, Cover Girl or Max Factor. Hope this helps Darling! 

I will try to locate a Tatto cover source for you! 
Cassandra, the artful snoop, wants to tell you Darlings, that she is start- 
ing to run out questions from you. Please write to her via the Crossroads 


address. She loves to hear from you and find solutions to your problems! 
So, write, write, write! 


If you have a idea or a submission that you would like to have published in Crossroads 
e-mail it to mhart@webminder.com or snail mail it to: 
Michelle Hart c/o 
Crossroads Magazine 
Site 9, Box 17, RR#1, 
Okotoks, Ab. TOL-1T0 
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Do you have a beauty problem that’s just driving you 
crazy? Write your burning questions to Cassandra and 


may write to Cassandra care of Crossroads Magazine. 


Band-Aids! 


Skin Care On The 
Cheap and Easy! 
Looking for a inex- 
pensive skin care 
system that really 
works? Try using 
udder balm. Yes it 
is an antiseptic oint- 
ment used to treat 
chapping, sunburn, 
chafes, windburn 
and promote better 
circulation in ud- 
ders. It also does a 
great job of making 
the skin on your 
hands, arms, legs, 
neck and face much 
more pliable. Asa 
wise precaution, 
don’t apply it to 
your eye lids. You 
can get udder balm 
at any veterinary 
supply. It does have 
an antiseptic odor. 
If you can live with 
that apply twice a 
week before you go 
to bed. Massage it 
in gently but thor- 
oughly. Use in small 
amounts at first and 
look for any skin re- 
actions. 


Cnoda § Bulletin Boaro 


By: Brenda Hart 


Hey! What’s Happening? 


Community events from around Western Canada 


Br 


Well summer is over isn’t it. I was wearing summer 
clothes on August 28 and on August 29 I had to wear 
my winter jacket. Weather in southern Alberta! We 
live here so we gotta’ love it right! 

Not much news from our acreage, M and I have had 
a busy summer. We have been working on our pond, 
planting flowers, building little buildings to put beside 
the pond, M even built several scale models of dory 
boats to put in the pond. Along with working in the 
new greenhouse etc. etc., we have been busy with life 
things in general. 

We did get away for a few days at the end of June 
though. We attended a model convention (another one 
of M’s hobbies) in the States. A lot of driving though, - 
but it was fun to get away and explore a City we had 
never been to before. We even met a Transsexual at 


. 12 Illusions Edmonton, Makeover Night 
Oct. 14 Illusions Calgary, J.J. Miles Therapy Session 
Oct. 19 ISCCA, Boyztown-Shooter Bar @ 11:00 PM 
Oct. 20 ISCCA, Rooks Bar & Grill @ 9:00 PM 
Oct. 21 Midnight Café Anniversary Party, Calgary 
Oct. 25 ISCCA, Boyztown-Shooter Bar @ 11:00 PM 
Oct. 27 Illusions Calgary, Halloween Party 
Oct. 28 Illusions Edmonton, Road Trip-“The Other 
Place” Red Deer, Alberta 
Oct. 28 ISCCA, Midnight Café - Halloween Show @ 
11:00 PM 
Oct. 29 Bizarre Ball, Info call B & B Emporium 
The Palace Night Club downtown Calgary 
“come out and live the fantasy” 
Nov. 02 ISCCA, Boyztown-Shooter Bar @ 11:00 


the convention, which was quite interesting because PM 

the hobby is extremely masculine and M had always Noy. 08 ISCCA, Boyztown-Shooter Bar @ 11:00 
been wondering how come this woman was interested PM 

in building models from scratch. (She doesn’t know Nov. 09 Illusions Edmonton, Field Trip-“Specially 
that we figured her out though.) It was interesting to for You” 


watch all the men call her madam etc. A lot of the 
modelers consider themselves Men’s Men and they do 
not realize that they are dealing with a transsexual, 
most of them think she is just a very bossy and over- 


Nov. 10 ISCCA, Rooks Bar & Grill @ 9:00 PM 
_|Nov. 11 Illusions Calgary, Event to be announced 
Nov. 11 ISCCA, Midnight Café @ 11:00 PM 
Nov. 12 ISCCA, Boyztown-Shooter Bar @ 11:00 


bearing women. Meeting her certainly made our trip PM 
more interesting! Nov. 16 ISCCA, Boyztown-Shooter Bar @ 11:00 
So, you see Transgendered people are everywhere. PM 


Which is cool. Maybe the next time we meet her we - 
will tell her about Michelle! 
My column is short and sweet this time. For the 
next issue I should have more news to tell you. 
Bye for now, Love Brenda 


Nov. 18 ISCCA, Midnight Café-Children’s Wish 
Show @ 11:00 PM 

Nov. 22 ISCCA, Boyztown-Shooter Bar @ 11:00 
PM 

Nov. 25 ISCCA, Midnight Café-Crowns for Kids 
Toy Drive @ 11:00 PM 

Nov. 30 ISCCA, Boyztown-Shooter Bar @ 11:00 
PM 

Dec. 03 ISCCA, Boyztown-Shooter Bar @ 11:00 PM 

Dec. 06 ISCCA, Boyztown-Shooter Bar @ 11:00 PM 

Dec. 09 ISCCA, Midnight Café @ 11:00 PM 

Dec. 14 ISCCA, Boyztown-Shooter Bar @ 11:00 PM 

Dec. 14 Illusions Edmonton, Carol’s Café-Christmas 
Dinner 

Dec. 20 ISCCA, Boyztown-Shooter Bar @ 11:00 PM 

Dec. 23 ISCCA, Midnight Café - Christmas Show @ 


A BIG THANK YOU! To this issues copy editors: 
First copy edit, Brenda Hart -Second copy edit, Gina. 


Third copy edit, Brenda Hart, to you both, Thank-you! 
May you both be in Heaven a halfan hour before the devil knows your dead! 


THE OTHER PLACE 


Bay 3 & 4, S579 - 47th Street 


Red Deer, Alberta 11:00 PM 
CD Friendly, Bar & Food Services & Dance Floor Jan. 11 Illusions Edmonton, Unique Boutique - 
Shopping Trip 
Call : 1-403-342-6440 Feb. 24 Illusions Edmonton, Annual General Meet 
Opens 4 pm Tuesday to Saturday, dosed Sun. & Mon ing - AM 


Feb. 24 Illusions Edmonton, Winterfest 2001 
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“Helloween Pantasy Peter Fashion Show 7 
Sunday October 29, 2000 
~The Palace Night Club 
219 8 Ave. SW. 
doors open @ 8.00 Pm 
for tickets or more 
information Gall B & Bo 


Located at: 
426 —-—Sth Avenue S.E. Downtown Calgary 
Ph: (403) 265 —- 7789 or E-mail: Bnblethr@cadvwision.com 


Complete Your Fantasy With Crossdresser Heavens 
Extensive Line Of: 
WiIGS & WIG CARE SUPPLIES 
BEARD COVERS & MAKE UP 
EYE SHADOW, LINER & LASHES 
BLUSHES, BRUSHES & BOOBIES 


“Become The Girl You Want To Be’ 


A Reverie: “Take The Time” 


Submitted by: Kerry Lee 
— Author unknown — 


He was in the first third grade class I taught at Saint Mary’s 
School in Morris, Minn. All 34 of my students were dear to 
me, but Mark Eklund was one in a million. Very neat in ap- 
pearance, but had that happy-to-be-alive attitude that made 
even his occasional mischievousness delightful. 

Mark talked incessantly. I had to remind him again and 
again that talking without permission was not acceptable. 
What impressed me so much though, was his sincere response 
every time I had to correct him for misbehaving "Thank you 
for correcting me, Sister!"I didn’t know what to make of it at 
first, but before long I became accustomed to hearing it many 
times a day. 

One morning my patience was growing thin when Mark 
talked once too often, and then I made a novice teacher’s mis- 
take. I looked at Mark and said, “If you say one more word, I 
am going to tape your mouth shut!" It wasn’t ten seconds 
later when Chuck blurted out, “Mark is talking again." I hadn't 
asked any of the students to help me watch Mark, but since I 
had stated the punishment in front of the class, I had to act on 
it. [remember the scene as if it had occurred this morning. I 
walked to my desk, very deliberately opened my drawer and 
took out a roll of masking tape. Without saying a word, I pro- 
ceeded to Mark’s desk, tore off two pieces of tape and made a 
big X with them over his mouth. I then retumed to the front of 
the room. 

As I glanced at Mark to see how he was doing, he winked at 
me. That did it!! I started laughing. The class cheered as I 
walked back to Mark’s desk, removed the tape, and shrugged 
my shoulders. His first words were, “Thank you for correct- 
ing me, Sister." 

At the end of the year, I was asked to teach junior-high 
math. The years flew by, and before I knew it Mark was in 
my classroom again. He was more handsome than ever and 
just as polite. Since he had to listen carefully to my instruc- 
tion in the "new math," he did not talk as much in ninth grade 
as he had in third. One Friday, things just didn’t feel right. We 
had worked hard on a new concept all week, and I sensed that 
the students were frowning, frustrated with themselves and 
edgy with one another. I had to stop this crankiness before it 
got out of hand. 

So I asked them to list the names of the other students in the 
room on two sheets of paper, leaving a space between each 
name. Then I told them to think of the nicest thing they could 
say about each of their classmates and write it down. It took 
the remainder of the class period to finish their assignment, 
and as the students left the room, each one handed me the 
papers. Charlie smiled. Mark said, “Thank you for teaching 
me, Sister. Have a good weekend." That Saturday, I wrote 
down the name of each student on a separate sheet of paper, 
and I listed what everyone else had said about that individual. 

On Monday I gave each student his or her list. Before long, 
the entire class was smiling. "Really?" I heard whispered. “I 
never knew that meant anything to anyone!" "I didnt know 
others liked me so much." No one ever mentioned those pa- 
pers in class again. I never knew if they discussed them after 
class or with their parents, but it didnt matter. The exercise 
had accomplished its purpose. The students were happy ..... 
continued on page 25 


Dare To Be Different, continued from page 12 ... come to- 
gether to heal ourselves, and to help others to do the same. Many 
of you reading this article are married, and even if you do come to 
the club most will come alone. The number of wives I see at club 
meetings can be counted on one hand. The next time you discuss 
coming to the club with your wife tell her about Joanne. 

“Isn’t it wonderful how she supports her husband honey? And 
she must find it interesting, otherwise why would she have both- 
ered running for empress in the first place. Why don’t you come 
tonight? Huh? Please.” 

Think about it dearies. We had a great Birthday Party this year 
and with the good will generated by that event we could see a 
record swell in memberships. The new court and the Organizing 
Committee have their work cut out for them. Year ten could be 
the best year ever, and would it feel good if you were a part of it? 

Hugs, Bobbi Dare 


A very special thank you to all who 
contributed to Crossroads this past 
year. Without your help and energy 
Crossroads could not have succeeded! 


CD’s for TG’s 


Make-Over Ne | 


My Time $40 p.h. 
Shopping 
Makeup 
Photos 

Digital or 35 mm 

Discreet Photo 
Finishing 
Walk away with a CD 
rom of 50 pictures of 
your day 
included 


Ring Empress Jodee 


Tel: 403 277 6237 


OrEmail Me @ ~ 
Jodeee@home.com 


Hi let me tell you about a 
Idea | have.., 

The Ideas Simple I'ma 
Crossdresser, | just Love to 
have My pictures taken, | 
love to take Pictures of my 
friends, | love to go shop- 


ping, help girls with make 
U| 


Ip 
whether you're a 
Novice, or whether you're a 
old Pro, lets go shopping, 
lets take some pictures. 
Also | have a virtual Hair 
program try out a Wig 
styles Virtually, 
Unfortunately Crossdress- 


Isn't Cheap. 
make some wise Decisions 
on Clothes hair and 
makeup. 
I'm offering A discreet 
Non-Sexual Service 
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By: Cassandra 
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qirvl’s, Meet perform- 
ance artist Mr. TY Morgan 
(ow the Left) and Debra 
Leong who ts co-owner along 
with her husband Danny of 


| the Midnight Café. 


TY Morgaw has over the 
years been a member of the 
Calgary Court and was Ew- 
press 14 of the lSCCA § SA. 


as This past year he was elected 
as Head of the College of 


Monarchs For the \SCCA § 
SA. Ty has tw years past 
worked as performance art- 
ist tw Calgary and down 
Gast and for years was part- 
nered with Justine Tyme, 
forming the duo of Ty § 
Tyme. Ty ts a professional 
make-up artist and over the 
years has taught many of 
us (me tucluded) our make- 
up SRilLs. 

The ever vivacious ana 
energetic Debbie has been a 
Long time supporter of the 
many people who have come 
to be entertained at the ever 
popular Midnight Café. Her 
philosophy is that all groups 
are welcowe at the Midnight 
and shoulda get along with 
one another. Thetr both Hot! 
Their Real Hot! 


A Reverie: continued from page 23 ... with themselves and one 
another again. 

That group of students moved on. Several years later, after I 
returned from vacation, my parents met me at the airport. As we 
were driving home, Mother asked me the usual questions about 
the trip - the weather, my experiences in general. There was a lull 
in the conversation. Mother gave Dad a sideways glance and 
simply says, "Dad?" My father cleared his throat as he usually 
did before something important. "The Eklunds called last night," 
he began. "Really?" I said. "I haven't heard from them in years. 
I wonder how Mark is." Dad responded quietly. "Mark was 
killed in Vietnam," he said. "The funeral is tomorrow, and his 
parents would like it if you could attend." 

To this day I can still point to the exact spot on I-494 where 
Dad told me about Mark. I had never seen a serviceman ina 
military coffin before. Mark looked so handsome, so mature. 
All I could think at that moment was, "Mark I would give all the 
masking tape in the world if only you would talk to me." 

The church was packed with Mark's friends. Chuck's sister 
sang "The Battle Hymn of the republic." Why did it have to rain 
on the day of the funeral? 

It was difficult enough at the graveside. The pastor said the 
usual prayers, and the bugler played taps. One by one those wha 
loved Mark took a last walk by the coffin and 
Sprinkled it with holy water. I was the last one to bless the cof- 
fin. As I stood there, one of the soldiers who acted as pallbearer 
came up to me. "Were you Mark's math teacher?" he asked. I 
nodded as I continued to stare at the 
coffin. "Mark talked about you a lot," he said. 

After the funeral, most of Mark's former classmates headed to 
Chuck's farmhouse for lunch. Mark's mother and father were 
there, obviously waiting for me. "We want to show you some- 
thing," his father said, taking a wallet out of his pocket. "They 
found this on Mark when he was killed. We thought you might 
recognize it." Opening the billfold, he carefully removed two 
worn pieces of notebook paper 
that had obviously been taped, folded and refolded many times. I 
knew without looking that the papers were the ones on which I 
had listed all the good things each of Mark's classmates had said 
about him. 

"Thank you so much for doing that," Mark's mother said. "As 
you can see, Mark treasured it." Mark's classmates started to 
gather around us. Charlie smiled rather sheepishly and said, "I 
still have my list. It's in the top drawer of my desk at home." 
Chuck's wife said, "Chuck asked me to put his in our wedding 
album," "I have mine too," Marilyn said. "It's in my diary." 
Then Vicki, another classmate, reached into her pocketbook, took 
out her wallet and showed her worn and frazzled list to the group. 
I carry this 
with me at all times," Vicki said without batting an eyelash. "I 
think we all saved our lists." 

That's when I finally sat down and cried. I cried for Mark and 
for all his friends who would never see him again. The density of 
people in society is so thick that we forget that life will end one 
day. And we don't know when that one day will be. So please, 
tell the people you love and care for, that they are special and 
important. Tell them, before it is too late. You may find new 
Love or have an old love rekindled. If you do not take the time, 
you will have, once again passed up the opportunity to do some- 
thing loving and beautiful and continue the trend that gives you 
problems in your relationships. 

If you're too busy to take the few minutes that it would take night 
now to forward this to ten people, would it be the first time you 
didn't do that little thing that would make a difference in your 
relationships? The more people that you send this to, the better 
luck you will have. And the better you'll get at reaching out to 
those you care about. So take the time, it won’t be wasted. 


Was There A lime? 


By: Cassandra 


Was there a time wnen o man should feel wncle 
Was there a time when ne wasn’t cigging his own hole 
When he felt cove it all and free, to fy 
There wos never a time for men wno felt this wey 


The world was not meant to understend such men 
But the world would not ce as it is without their cent 

The world is a clace of things unknown 
And we intermingle througneut t's wondrous thread! 


It would be easy to see that we hove no place 
That our word is one of humen cisgrcce, one of disgrace 
We brace and steel for the moment 
Rejection, desoite our Cest efforts on every score 


We know we can't win, out we try all the some 
And we co so because we cre men 

Grrrl cays, running around in dresses 
Not knowing wnere we are going or wnat we are coing 


Was there a time when men thought this woy 


Was there a time when such thougnis wasted the cay 


Surely there was out that day is now past 
Today the world is a place with new ideas at last 


Not cerfect for sure, still fearsome at cest 
Barriers abound still compiicating our emotions Quest 

The clouds have cared letting the sun shine thru 
So out a smile on your face, start acceating your cue 


WINTERFEST 2001 
EDMONTON 


FEBRUARY 24 


Submit Now! 


If you are sending an article to Crossroads Via 
E-mail please use the following guidelines. 

1. Send your text as a separate transmission. Do not 
send text and pictures together in the same 
transmission. 

2. Send each picture as a separate JPG. transmission. 

3. Format your picture as a 5” x 7” and scan at 75 to 150 
max. dpi resolution. 

4. If you design some special artwork to go with your 
article, send it as a separate item. 
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Marginalized workers 
find a voice 


The struggle of transgendered employees 
is emerging as a human rights issue 
VIRGINIA GALT 
Workplace Reporter 
Tuesday, August 1, 2000 
Workplace harassment of transgendered employees has burst 
out of the closet as a human rights issue, with ground-breaking 
new policy commanding employers to take notice. 
Transgendered employees, including cross-dressers and those in 
physical transition from one gender to the other, make up a small 
"but severely marginalized" segment of the work force, says 
Pearl Eliadis, director of policy and education for the Ontario 
Human Rights Commission. 
The provincial commission recently issued a statement on dis- 
crimination and harassment on the basis of gender identity, mak- 
ing clear that complaints will be taken seriously. 
The Canadian Human Rights Commission is also considering a 
recommendation from its national advisory panel that gender 
identity be added to the list of prohibited grounds for discrimina- 
tion. 
The issue has not crossed the radar of most employers -- or, in- 
deed, the mainstream public — human rights officials concede. 
However, ignorance does not justify harassment, and cross- 
dressing at work is not a ground for dismissal, the commission 
says in its policy document, which takes anti-discrimination 
guidelines to a new frontier. 
"Political correctness seems to stop at the doorstep of the trans- 
gendered,” says one Toronto woman who reports that she has 
been shunned and denied employment because of her male-to- 
female transition. 
"People who wouldn't dream of discriminating against people of 
colour, people with disabilities or obese people think it is per- 
fectly okay to discriminate against the transgendered," she says. 
"We're such a visible target.” 
Cynthia Petersen, who represents a number of transgendered 
clients in her practice with Sack Goldblatt and Mitchell in To- 
ronto, says that it is "very common, when people start to transi- 
tion, that they get fired or harassed." 
The transgendered community is just now starting to fight back, 
she says. 
Ms. Petersen says she could not discuss details of workplace har- 
assment cases she has been involved in. But, she adds, the strong 
policy adopted by the Ontario Human Rights Commission, in 
response to complaints, is a helpful directive "in the sense that 
the law is evolving in this area," 
In a landmark U.S. court decision two weeks ago, Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc. of Bentonville, Ark., was ordered to pay $2-million 
(U.S.) to former cashier Ricky Bourdouvales, who said she was 
harassed and fired after a boss learned she was undergoing a 
male-to-female sex change. 
Although she had received hormone treatments for several years, 
had breast implants and dressed as a woman, Wal-Mart insisted 
that the cashier use the men's washroom after she confided to a 
supervisor that she was in transition. She was mocked and called 
"he-she and it" in front of customers, according to news reports 
of the case. Wal-Mart is appealing the award by a judge in New 


Crossroads/26 


NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 


Brunswick, N.J., claiming the cashier was fired for just cause because 
of cash-register discrepancies. 

Ms. Petersen says it is not unusual for employers to find a pretext for 
firing transgendered employees. ] 

She says that her clients cannot qualify for sex-reassignment surgery in 
Ontario until they have lived, worked and been identified as the oppo- 
site gender for at least two years. But the process of coming out often 
"creates havoc" with people's work lives she says. Surmountable prob- 
lems, such as access to a washroom, are posed as major impediments, 
The Ontario policy was written after the commission received a num- 
ber of reports about "the severe marginalization and stigma experienced 
by transgendered people," the human rights body said in June, when it 
published its position. 

To assist those for whom transgendered issues are unfamiliar terri- 
tory, the commission advises that the term transgendered refers to 
people "who are not comfortable with or who reject, in whole or in 
part, their birth-assigned gender identities. 

"It includes transsexuals, cross-dressers and intersexed individuals 
[those born with full or partial sex organs of both genders]," the com- 
mission says. 

"The personal characteristics that are associated with gender identity 
include self-image, physical and biological appearance, behaviour and 
conduct as they relate to gender. Gender identity is fundamentally dif- 
ferent from a person's sexual orientation." 

Transgendered people are extremely reluctant to go public with their 
problems because of the way they are regarded by society. However, 
the nature of complaints received by the commission made it clear that 
it was necessary to issue a powerful statement that transgendered peo- 
ple have "the right to equal treatment without discrimination," chief 
commissioner Keith Norton says. 

"Misunderstanding of transgendered persons, combined with hostility 
toward their very existence, are fundamental human rights issues," he 
says. 

"As the organization charged with the administration and enforcement 
of the [Ontario Human Rights] Code, the commission has the responsi- 
bility to forward the policy that the dignity and worth of every person 
be recognized and that opportunities be provided without discrimina- 
tion because of gender identity." 


“Transsexual weddings are condemned’ 
By Jonathan Petre and David Bamber 
TRANSSEXUALS are defying God's will and should not be allowed 
to alter their birth certificates or get married, an organization represent- 
ing more than a million British Christians has told Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary 
Ina strongly-worded submission timed to coincide with a new Home 
Office consultation paper, the Evangelical Alliance said that transsex- 
uality was incompatible with "scripture and God's creation”. 
The Home Office paper, to be published next month, will consider 
plans to allow transsexuals to alter their certificates so that they can 
marry. Officials fear that the Government will face challenges in the 
courts if the law is not reformed. But the alliance's unequivocal inter- 
vention, which comes amid mounting controversy about the issue, ar- 
gued that such a development would be "fundamentally flawed". 
"We affirm God's love and concer for all humanity, including trans- 
sexual people, but believe that human beings are created by God as 
either male or female and that change from a given sex is not really 
possible," it said. The case for transsexuals being allowed to amend 
their birth certificates was "open to abuse and undermined accepted 
realities by condoning illusion and denial". Such a reform would, the 
submission added, lead to the “unacceptable legitimisation of currently 
illegitimate 'marriage' relationships". The 50-page document, sent to 


Mr. Straw last week, said that while Christian transsexuals should 
be welcomed by churches and treated with sensitivity, they should 
be denied leadership posts and should be encouraged to revert to 
their original sex. Attacking liberal Christians, the alliance said it 
was utterly opposed to moves in "church circles" to “accept or 
endorse" transsexual relationships or allow church services to 
marry or bless transsexuals. The organization, whose leaders in- 
clude senior Anglicans, represents the fastest-growing wing of 
British Christianity. 

A person's sex is defined in law by their birth certificate, and even 
if someone born a man becomes a woman, he is still legally 
classed as male and cannot marry a man. The consultation paper 
will set out plans to give transsexuals the right to obtain amended 
birth certificates, which would automatically grant them the legal 
privileges of their new sex, from social security benefits to inheri- 
tance provisions. Other options discussed will range from no 
change to full legal equality for transsexuals, but officials are un- 
derstood to favour conferring new rights to avoid a legal chal- 
lenge when the European Convention on Human Rights is incor- 
porated into British law in October. 

The alliance, whose leaders include Viscount Brentford, a friend 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. George Carey, said it was 
not convinced that transsexuals were born "in the wrong body". 
Rather than undergoing "cosmetic" surgery, it said that transsexu- 
als should seek "holistic change" through "acceptance of the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ". 

Britain is one of only four European countries which does not 
recognize transsexuals in law. The need to re-examine current 
legislation was underlined last year when the Department for Em- 
ployment and Education was forced to alter regulations to allow 
transsexuals to be covered by the 1975 Sex Discrimination Act. 
This followed a ruling by the European Court of Justice, which 
said that European law banned the sacking of people simply be- 
cause they had changed their sex. 


pflag 


A peer support group for Parents, Friends and 
Families of Lesbians and Gays. Meets the 4th 
Tues. of each month at 7:00 P.M. for business, 7:30 
P.M. for support. If you want to talk to someone 
with confidentiality or need information, call Deb at 
286-4094 


A Special Thank you to this issue’s 
events photo contributors, Bobbie & 
May, Jodee, Coreen and Gina & Leslie. 
Your help as photo providers makes 
my own limited abilities workable and 
my job as editor a lot easier. So thanks. 


Quotable Quote 

Submitted by: Teri 

Said by Karen Kerin, “J wish reporters would 
ask me about what’s in my head and less about 
what is between my legs.” Karen Kerin, is the 
first openly transgender (sic) candidate for the 
US Congress, and is running against Bernie 
Sanders in Vermont. 


CLUBS, ORGANIZATIONS 


The Cornbury Society 

Box 3745, Vancouver, B.C. V6B-3Z1 
Ph-1-604-862-1321 or E-mail at: 

Cornbury @bc.sympatico.ca 

Web: Http://www.3dcom.com/tg/cornbury/ 
Zenith Foundation 

Box 46, 8415 Granville St. 
Vancouver, BC V6P-4Z9 
Illusions Calgary 

426-8th Ave. S.E. Calgary, Ab. T2G-0L7 
Ph-1-403-265-7789 or E-mail at: 

Bnblethr @cadvision.com 

Web: http://www. geocities.com/westhollywood 
/village/5276/ 
Serenity Girls, Calgary 

Ph- 1-403-281-6426 .... Ask for Jacqui 
Illusions Social Club, Edmonton 

E-mail: edm_illusions@juno.com 

Illusions Social Club, Saskatchewan 
Ph-1-306-761-0414 ... ask for Shirley 
Masquerade 

C/o Lady Godiva Boutique 

832 - Corydon Ave. Winnipeg, MB. R3M-0Y2 
Canadian Crossdressers Club - Wildside (Toronto) 
C/o Wildside Boutique 

161 Gerrard St. E. Toronto, Ontario, MSA-2E4 
1-416-921-6112 or e-mail: info@ wildside.org 
ATG (Atlantic Transgender) in Halifax 
E-mail: atggrp@ geocities.com or 
Web: www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/7557/ 


The list is growing! 


From page 19 .... The serious response “Cross-dressing has been 
part of all cultures from time immemorial. It’s something I enjoy 
doing, it’s a harmless pastime that is highly creative and brings out 
a nice side of my personality. Good isn‘ it!" And finally, the an- 
swer they expect to hear "Well, you see Mum wanted a daughter 
and when I came along she was really disappointed so she dressed 
me as a little girl. Soon after I was born Dad died from alcoholic 
poisoning. Mum remarried but my stepfather always despised me. 
Well, at the age of ten I was molested by an uncle. Mum always 
said it was my fault for wearing frilly knickers and a short dress. 
So anyway, soon after that Mum sent me to the convent school and 
the high school boys used to taunt me ...." (Continue making this 
up for as long as you can keep a straight face.) 
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840 - 14 Ave S.W, 
Mon-Fri 7:00am - 2:00am Calgary, Alberta 
Saturday 9:00am - 2:00am T2 R ONG6 
Sunday & Holidays 
(403) 229-9322 


HOURS OF OPERATION 


11:00am - Midnight 


Midnight 


"Calgary's People Place" 


bey 
Se, 
Dy & 


every 
Tues, Wed, Thurs,& Fri, & Sun 9:00pm 


SATURDAY NIGHT SHOWS 


Always an open show, 
so come and join in the fun, 
Live, Mime, Karaoke, etc. 
11:00pm 
Hosted by Shs. Hnita Lay 


POOL TOURNAMENTS 


every 
Wed, Thurs, Fri & Sat. 


SUNDAY BRUNCH 
11:00am - 2:00pm 


Onaoing Special Events 


Looking For A Place To Have 
Your Next Function? 
Well Book It Here And Let Us 
Help You Make It A Successlll 


Open for Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner & A "Midnight Snack" 


